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Pictures from last
month’s breakfast

meeting at Couzin’s

Every other month, the WCARC meets
for breakfast on the first Saturday of the
month at Couzin’s restaurant in Grand
Rapids, Ohio. There is no official business
agenda at the breakfast meetings unless
some emergency item arises. Below are
some shots of members enjoying breakfast

at the meeting. Photos courtesy of
K8BBK.

John, NSMSU, and Bob,
KC8RWI, enjoying the meal.

WCARC Weekly Net:
Tuesdays at 2130
147.18 & 444.475 MHz

MONDAY, APRIL 9th

TIME: 7:30 pm

PLACE: Sheriff’s Meeting
Room at the Sheriff’'s
Office---

Dunbridge and Gypsy Lane.

Social time preceding

This is what they were en-
joying! Next breakfast
meeting is on May 5.




page 2

April Contests

The full contest lineup* for the month of

April includes the following:
Apr 7-8 1500 to 1500 Z
SP (Poland) DX ‘test

160 m to 10 m
all modes

Apr 7-8 1800 to 2400 Z
Missouri QSO Party

160 m to 10 m
all modes

80 m to 10 m
all modes

Apr 14-15 1800 to 2359 Z
Georgia QSO Party

80 m to 10 m
CW

Apr 14-15 0700 to 1300 Z
Japan Int'l DX ‘test

Apr 21 0000 to 2359 Z
Holy Land DX ‘test

160 m to 10 m
all modes

Apr 21-22 2100 to 1700 Z
Serbia (YU) DX ‘test

160 m to 10 m
all modes

Apr 21-22 1600 to 0400 Z
Michigan QSO Party

80 m to 10 m
all modes

Apr 21-22 1800 to 1800 Z
Ontario QSO Party

160 m to 10 m
all modes

160 m to 10 m
all modes

Apr 28-29 1300 to 1300 Z
Helvetia “test

Apr 28-29 1600 t02159Z 40mto10m

Florida QSO Party all modes
Apr 28-29 1700t01700Z 160m to2m
Nebraska QSO Party all modes

Apr 28-29 0000 to 0000 Z 160 m to 10 m
DX Colombia ‘test all modes
* Please note: for the range of bands
given in each entry, no contesting is per-
mitted on the so-called WARC bands:

60m,30m, 17 mor12 m

WCARC
2 m/440 Net Control Roster

Net meets every Tuesday at 2130

Mar 27 N8QMV

3 WB8NQW
10 N1RB
17 K8OVO
24 WDS8ICP
May 1 N8QMV

May 8 WBSNQW

DON’T FORGET!!
10 METER INFORMAL NET
SUNDAYS, at 8:30 pm
on 28.335 MHz

WCARC Net Check-ins

27-Feb N1RB (NC), W8QZK/M, K8NEA,
WBSNQW, KG8FH, WDS8JW]J, N8QMYV,
WB8VUL, WDSICP,  KD8ERS-MIKE,
K8BBK, K8OVO, KG8Q-BRIAN, KBS8PFF-
JOHN, KDS8TOM-TOM, KD8CHQ,
KC8AKEF-JEFF (17)

4-Mar 10m KC8ZJW, K8BBK, KA8VNG,

KDSBIN, KFS8KL, NS8SRIM, KGS8FH,
K8OVO, WDSJW]J (9)

6-Mar WBSNQW (NC), KCSUMN,
WS8QZK, KS8BBK, KSNEA, WDSICP,

K8OVO, WDS8JWJ, WB8SVUL, WDS8PIC
(10)

13-Mar K8OVO (NC), W8QZK /M, K8BBK,
KB8MXS, KC8ZJW, WBESNQW, WDS8JW],
WB8VUL, NIRB, K8NEA, WBSDYW,

Brain Teasers answers: 1-d, 2-b, 3-b
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Brain Teasers

1. Over what frequencies are the FCC
regulations most stringent for rf radiation?

a) frequencies below 300 kHz

b) between 300 kHz and 3 MHz
¢) between 3 MHz and 30 MHz
d) between 30 MHz and 300 MHz

2. Why does coaxial cable make a good
antenna feed line?

a) you can make it at home and its imped-
ance matches most amateur antennas

b) it is weatherproof and it can be used
near metal objects

c) it is weatherproof and its impedance is
higher than that of most amateur antennas
d) it can be used near metal objects and it
s impedance is higher than most amateur
antennas

3. What can you do if you are told your
FM hand held or mobile transceiver is
over-deviating?

a) talk louder into the microphone

b) let the transceiver cool off

¢) change to a higher power level

d) talk farther away from the microphone

check-ins---continued

WDSCIP, KC8JMU (13)

20-Mar WBSNQW (NC), WSQZK,
KSBBK, KCSZJW, NSQMV, WBSVUL,
KSNEA, K8OVO, KBSMSA, WDSJW],
WDSPIC, KGS8FH, KCSUMN, KDSEZC
2?, KDSCHQ, KDSAPV (16)

Time to Upgrade???

The Morse Code requirement for pass-
ing the amateur license test is a thing of
the past. Many hams have become enthu-
siastic about upgrading their license class
since the “code barrier” no longer is there.

It is a good idea for those who up-
grade to know exactly what the privileges
are when they do. In addition, there have
been some reports that those currently
holding the Technician class license may be
a bit confused about what they can and
cannot do on the HF bands.

An amateur band chart (courtesy of
ARRL) appears on the next page with all
the up-to-date allocations and privileges
indicated. Technicians, please note---you
have gained additional HF privileges, but
they are all CW only on the HF bands,
with the exception of course, of 10 meters,
where the phone privileges are as before.
Please make sure you understand what
mode and where you are licensed to oper-
ate before pushing the transmit button!
It's no fun getting one of those “pink”
slips from the FCC in the mail!

April Hamfests
Apr 21 Milford ARC 8 am
Milford HS, Highland, MI. Contact Rose,
KC8NQJ, (810) 632-5174.
URL: www.wqsl.net/w8ydk

Apr 15 Cuyahoga Falls ARC 8 am
Emidio and Sons Party Center, Cuyahoga
Falls, OH. Contact Ted, WS8TTS, (330)
688-2013..

e-mail: hamfest2007@cfarc.org

URL: www.cfarc.org/hamfest2007.htm



courtesy of ARRL
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Elmer’s Corner

Did you ever worry about how close
you can get to the band edge? On
phone, assuming it is single sideband, you
need to keep your sidebands inside the
band edge. This means that if you're
working upper sideband (above 10
MHz), you should set the main (carrier)
frequency at least 3 KHz below the top
edge of the band because that is the typi-
cal bandwidth of the SSB signal. On the
lower edge of the band, you can get
closer to the edge, but make sure the
transmitter is in good working order and
the lower sideband is suppressed.

If you are operating lower sideband
(below 10 MHz), the roles are switched,
and you should operate at least 3 KHz
above the lower edge of the band.

Bandwidths for CW operation are a
lot smaller, and they depend on the
speed at which you are sending. Let’s
assume that you have practiced so that
you can send code at 20 WPM. Assum-
ing 20-five-character words, each charac-
ter containing on average 4 dits or dahs,
gives a fundamental bandwidth of 400
cycles per minute, or about 70 Hz. These
waveforms are far from sinusoidal since
they involve switching on and off, so to
be safe, you should get no closer than
the 5th harmonic, or about 350 Hz from
either band edge. u

Are the Sunspots all gone??

Sunspot seeker Tad "Who Let the
Spots Out?" Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Wash-
ington, reports: For the past 10 days
we've observed no sunspots at all! Peri-
ods like this -- or longer -- are expected
at the bottom of the sunspot cycle. As

mentioned in a recent "Solar Update," the
latest projection for smoothed sunspot
numbers from the NOAA Space Environ-
ment Center puts the solar minimum at
February through April 2007, with a
smoothed sunspot number of 11. Another
way to look at it is that the minimum is pro-
jected between December 2006 and July
2007, with a smoothed sunspot number of
12 or lower.

The lower part of the HF spectrum is a
good place to operate at the bottom of the
sunspot cycle. Unlike 10 or 15 meters, 160
and 80 meters won't be bothered by a low
MUF (Maximum Usable Frequency) -- a
consequence of the lack of sunspots. With
less solar activity comes fewer problems
with geomagnetic disturbances, which can
be frequent toward the top of the cycle.
The higher frequencies won't be fantastic,
but geomagnetic conditions are expected to
be stable and quiet. The US Air Force pre-
dicts planetary A index for March 23-29 at
5,5, 10, 15, 20, 10 and 5. Sunspot numbers
for March 15 through 21 were 0, 0, 0, 0, O,
0 and 0, with a mean of 0. The 10.7 cm flux
was 69.2, 68.7, 69.3, 70.5, 70.1, 72.6, and
72.8, with a mean of 70.5. Estimated plane-
tary A indices were 8, 10, 8, 3, 2, 2 and 2,
with a mean of 5. Estimated mid-latitude A
indices were 5, 11, 8, 1, 1, 1 and 1, with a
mean of 4. At least there is a bright side---
by mid-summer the sunspots will be on the
rise toward another maximumin five and a
half years! |

Skywarn Training

Lucas County Skywarn is sponsoring
Skywarn training to be held March 31st at
St Luke's Hospital at 10 AM. All are wel-
come. If details are needed please contact
Beck Eby, KC8ZNX at KC8ZNX@bex.net.
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