
Encour agi ng Br oad-
band over  Power  
Li ne ( BPL)  t echnol -
ogy put s t he FCC at  
a 
r egul at or y cr oss-
r oad,  t he Amat eur  
Radi o Resear ch and 
Devel opment  
Cor por at i on ( AMRAD)  
<ht t p: / / www. amr ad.
or g> has suggest ed.  
AMRAD' s r emar ks 
came August  20 i n 
r epl y comment s 
f i l ed i n r esponse 
t o t he FCC' s BPL 
Not i ce 
of  I nqui r y ( ET 
Docket  03- 104) .  The 
Washi ngt on,  DC-
based or gani za-
t i on' s 
comment s al so out -
l i ned i t s  BPL t est -
i ng and measur ement  
ef f or t s,  whi ch 

i ncl uded l abor at or y 
and r eal - wor l d con-
di t i ons.  AMRAD sai d 
any depar t ur e 
f r om t he " cur r ent  
basel i ne"  of  Par t  
15 r ul es t hat  gov-
er n unl i censed 
ser v i ces woul d i n-
v i t e " t r oubl esome 
uni nt ended conse-
quences"  t hat  coul d 
pr ove di f f i cul t  t o 
cor r ect .  
 
" The FCC i s f aci ng 
some ser i ous deci -
s i ons on whet her  t o 
cont i nue wi t h past  
r ul es and hi st or i -
cal  enf or cement  or  
t o di spense wi t h 
t hei r  hi st or i cal  
r ol e 
and subst i t ut e 
r ul es whi ch gi ve 
t he unl i censed Par t  
15 syst ems pr i or i t y  
over  t he l i censed 
syst ems such as t he 
amat eur  r adi o ser -
v i ce, "  AMRAD sai d.  
" Such changes t o 
Par t  15 r ul es woul d 
t i p t he r esponsi -
bi l i t y  of  compl i -
ance 
so as t o f avor  t he 
unl i censed user s 
and l eave t he FCC 
f aci ng a l ar ge 
number  of  har mf ul  
i nt er f er ence com-

pl ai nt s t o r e-
sol ve. "  
 
AMRAD r ecommended 
t he FCC pr oceed 
" s l owl y and wi t h 
caut i on"  i n advanc-
i ng 
BPL as a v i abl e and 
economi cal  al t er na-
t i ve t o exi st i ng 
hi gh- speed I nt er net  
t echnol ogi es.  
 
The non- pr of i t  sc i -
ent i f i c  and educa-
t i onal  or gani zat i on 
expr essed concer ns 
as t o whet her  t he 
FCC woul d be abl e 
t o enf or ce Par t  15 
r ul es as wr i t t en i n 
t he f ace of  
nei ghbor hood I nt er -
net  ser v i ce i nt er -
r upt i ons caused by 
" a 
s i ngl e r adi o ama-
t eur  or  ot her  FCC-
l i censed r adi o 
t r ansmi t t er . "  I t  
sai d i t s  
own t est i ng has 
demonst r at ed t hat  a 
20- met er  amat eur  
t r ansmi t t er  r unni ng 
as l i t t l e as 10 W 
i n t he v i c i ni t y  of  
an i n- house Home-
Pl ug st andar d BPL 
l ocal  net wor k coul d 
ser i ousl y i mpai r  
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NET CONTROL 
ROSTER 

 
Sept  9 ........... WD8ICP 
Sept 16 ......... KC8RVB 
Sept. 23 ....... KB8QEW 
Sept. 30 ..........N8QMV 
Oct. 7  ................N1RB 
 

CQ Chatter 
Wood County Amateur Radio  Club 

WCARC OFFICERS 
 
President            Bob Boughton        N1RB  
Vice-President   Shawn Hudson       KB8QEW  
Treasurer           Bill Wilkins            WD8JWJ 
Secretary           Chuck Dicken         WD8ICP  

FOX HUNT 
 
 

MONDAY  
SEPTEMBER 8 

 
Starts at 5:30 p.m.  

Listen to 
147.18 MHz 

 
 
 

I will be  
somewhere in  

WOOD COUNTY 
at a “park type” 

location 

FOX HUNT  
MEETING THIS 

MONTH 
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stalled. 
 
Old Business:  Discussion of this years 
hamfest was the main topic.  Although 
reaction to the fest was generally favor-
able, the “mall atmosphere”  did not 
seem conducive to our event.  Confu-
sion about the day (Saturday vs: Sun-
day) also may have hurt us.  N1RB 
suggested that the club return to the 
fairgrounds.  N1RB reported that the 
club is penciled in for July 2004 for 
using the fairgrounds for the hamfest. 
Bill,  WD8JWJ offered a bargeque set 
for raffle- donated by Charter-One 
Bank.  Club members who were pre-
sent at the meeting were given a chance 
to buy tickets for a raffle of the bar-b-
que.    The winner was Mark Rice 
N8GVF. 
 
New Business:  N1RB would like to 

postpone the fox hunt until September. 
Eric Larson has stated to Bob B. that he 
would try to make the August meeting.  
Also it has been reported that the 
ICOM 706 and a dual bander vhf/uhf 
radio has been ordered,  however there 
is no confirmation.   
Esther,N8QMV moved to adjourn and 
it was 2nd by John, AA8XS.     
 
 
Chuck Dicken  WD8ICP 
Secty,  WCARC 

Minutes of the Wood County Amateur 
Radio Club 
July 14, 2003 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Boughton at 1932 hours. 
 
Our guest speaker Eric Larson was un-
able to attend tonight’s meeting. 
The treasurers report was given and the 
figure of $432. was netted from this 
years’  hamfest. 
 
The secretary was not able to make this 
meeting, so I would like to say thank 
you to the person who took the notes 
and to Esther for the audio tape she 
provided. 
 
Tech. report:  N1RB reported that the 
WX radio interface is ready to be in-
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(Continued from page 1) 
t he syst em' s t hr oughput .  A 
100 W 
si gnal  woul d cause i t  t o 
col l apse al t oget her .  
 
I r oni cal l y ,  t he HomePl ug 
st andar d subst ant i al l y  
not ches out  t he amat eur  
bands- - somet hi ng ARRL con-
vi nced t he HomePl ug Power -
l i ne Al l i ance t o do 
af t er  amat eur  compl ai nt s 
spar ked a r ecal l  of  Home-
Pl ug- st andar d devi ces.  
The new 60- met er  band i s not  
not ched out ,  however .  
 
AMRAD sai d i t s  obser vat i ons 
and t est s demonst r at e t hat  
br oadband BPL 
si gnal s t hat  conf or m t o Par t  
15 " ar e wel l  above t he ambi -
ent  noi se and wi l l  
i nt er f er e wi t h many f or ms of  
r ecept i on. "  I t  sai d ot her  
non- HomePl ug- st andar d sys-
t ems t hat  don' t  not ch out  
ham bands " coul d cause 
mor e ser i ous i nt er f er ence 
pr obl ems. "  

 
I n t he f i nal  anal ysi s,  AMRAD 
sai d,  t he FCC " must  pr oceed 
wi t h gr eat  car e 
and t ake act i ons now t o con-
duct  t est i ng t o gat her  
cr i t i cal  i nf or mat i on"  
bef or e maki ng r egul at or y as-
sessment s.  " The FCC ef f or t s 
shoul d r emai n 
f ocused on pr ovi di ng br oad-
band t o t he home and not  f o-
cus on any speci f i c  
t echnol ogy, "  AMRAD asser t ed.  
 
AMRAD member  Fr ank Gent ges,  
K0BRA,  r ecent l y assi st ed 
ARRL Lab Super vi sor  
Ed Har e,  W1RFI ,  i n t he 
League' s ef f or t s t o assess 
t he i mpact  of  BPL on HF.  
Gent ges gave Har e a gui ded 
t our  of  " hot  nei ghbor hoods"  
i n Manassas,  
Vi r gi ni a,  wher e BPL i s un-
der goi ng f i el d t r i al s.  
 
Al t hough t he r epl y comment  
wi ndow cl osed August  20,  t he 
number  of  comment s 
i n r esponse t o t he FCC' s BPL 

NOI  was 4553 as of  August  29 
and count i ng,  
wi t h some 100 comment s f i l ed 
s i nce t he deadl i ne.  Many 
comment s i n t he BPL 
pr oceedi ng have come f r om 
t he Amat eur  Radi o communi t y.  
 
AMRAD' s r epl y comment s ar e 
avai l abl e on t he FCC Web 
si t e 


