
The Nat i onal  Con-
f er ence of  Vol un-
t eer  Exami ner  Coor -
di nat or s ( NCVEC)  
has f or med a com-
mi t t ee t o devel op 
an FCC r ul e maki ng 
pr oposal  f or  a new 
ent r y- l evel  Amat eur  
Ser vi ce l i cense.  
The move came dur -
i ng t he NCVEC' s 
annual  meet i ng Jul y 
25 i n Get t ysbur g,  
Pennsyl vani a,  wher e 
at t endees hear d 
pr esent at i ons on 
t he possi bi l i t i es 
f or  such a new 
t i cket .  At  t he same 
sessi on,  t he NCVEC 
al so appr oved pl ans 
t o dr af t  and submi t  
a r ul e maki ng 
pet i t i on t o el i mi -
nat e t he cur r ent  5 
WPM Mor se code r e-

qui r ement  ( El ement  
1)  and t o gi ve Nov-
i ce/ Tech Pl us HF 
pr i v i l eges t o al l  
cur r ent  Techni c i an 
l i censees.  NCVEC 
Chai r  John Cr eel ,  
WB3GXW,  of  t he Lau-
r el  VEC pr esi ded 
over  t he gat her i ng,  
whi ch i ncl uded r ep-
r esent at i ves of  12 
of  t he nat i on' s 14 
VECs.  
 
NCVEC Quest i on Pool  
Commi t t ee Chai r  
Scot t y Neust adt er ,  
W4WW,  and Rul es 
Commi t t ee Chai r  
Fr ed Mai a,  W5YI ,  
of f er ed separ at e 
pr oposal s f or  an 
ent r y- l evel  l i -
cense.  Neust adt er  
sai d whi l e t he cur -
r ent  ent r y- l evel  
l i cense,  t he Tech-
ni c i an c l ass,  pr o-
v i des f ul l  VHF and 
UHF pr i v i l eges,  i t  
does not  of f er  a 
s i mpl e ent r y pat h.  
He r ecommended a 
50- W maxi mum power  
out put  l evel ,  Nov-
i ce/ Tech HF sub-
bands pl us 12 and 
17- met er  pr i v i l eges 
and a 20- quest i on 
wr i t t en exam.  
 
Mai a' s pr oposal  

suggest ed upgr adi ng 
al l  cur r ent  Tech 
and Tech Pl us 
l i censees t o Gen-
er al  and al l owi ng 
t hei r  use of  al l  
bands.  Begi nner  
l i censees shoul d be 
gr ant ed cal l  s i gns 
f r om t he NA- NZ#xxx 
cal l  s i gn bl ock,  
he sai d.  Bot h Mai a 
and Neust adt er  sug-
gest  ways t o 
st r eaml i ne t he num-
ber  of  l i cense 
c l asses.  Mai a of -
f er ed up t he possi -
bi l i t y  of  aski ng 
t he FCC t o 
el i mi nat e t he Mor se 
t est i ng r equi r ement  
i mmedi at el y,  easi ng 
code exam 
f or mat  r est r i c t i ons 
and gi v i ng ser i ous 
t hought  t o dr oppi ng 
CW- onl y 
subbands as wel l .  
Neust adt er  r ecom-
mended no changes 
i n CW/ phone 
al l ocat i ons,  at  
l east  f or  now.  
 
Mai a,  Neust adt er ,  
J i m Wi l ey,  KL7CC,  
and John Johnst on,  
W3BE,  wi l l  ser ve on 
t he ent r y- l evel  l i -
cense st udy commi t -
t ee.  The panel  i s  
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NET CONTROL 
ROSTER 

 
Aug 12  ....... KB8QEW 
Aug 19 ...........N8QMV 
Aug 26  ........... AA8XS 
Sept 2  ................N1RB 
Sept  9 ........... WD8ICP 
Sept 16 ......... KC8RVB 
 
Would you like be a 
net control operator?  
Contact Shawn Hudson 
at kb8qew@wcnet.org 

CQ Chatter 
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hamfest was the main topic.  Although 
reaction to the fest was generally favor-
able, the “mall atmosphere”  did not 
seem conducive to our event.  Confu-
sion about the day (Saturday vs: Sun-
day) also may have hurt us.  N1RB 
suggested that the club return to the 
fairgrounds.  N1RB reported that the 
club is penciled in for July 2004 for 
using the fairgrounds for the hamfest. 
Bill,  WD8JWJ offered a bargeque set 
for raffle- donated by Charter-One 
Bank.  Club members who were pre-
sent at the meeting were given a chance 
to buy tickets for a raffle of the bar-b-
que.    The winner was Mark Rice 
N8GVF. 
 
New Business:  N1RB would like to 
postpone the fox hunt until September. 
Eric Larson has stated to Bob B. that he 
would try to make the August meeting.  

Also it has been reported that the 
ICOM 706 and a dual bander vhf/uhf 
radio has been ordered,  however there 
is no confirmation.   
Esther,N8QMV moved to adjourn and 
it was 2nd by John, AA8XS.     
 
 
Chuck Dicken  WD8ICP 
Secty,  WCARC 

July 14, 2003 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Boughton at 1932 hours. 
 
Our guest speaker Eric Larson was un-
able to attend tonight’s meeting. 
The treasurers report was given and the 
figure of $432. was netted from this 
years’  hamfest. 
 
The secretary was not able to make this 
meeting, so I would like to say thank 
you to the person who took the notes 
and to Esther for the audio tape she 
provided. 
 
Tech. report:  N1RB reported that the 
WX radio interface is ready to be in-
stalled. 
 
Old Business:  Discussion of this years 
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(Continued from page 1) 
t o r epor t  back t o 
t he NCVEC wi t hi n a f ew 
weeks.  
 
The NCVEC r epr esent at i ves '  
appr oval  t o pet i t i on t he FCC 
seeki ng t he 
del et i on of  t he El ement  1 
Mor se code exami nat i on r e-
qui r ement  f or  HF access 
was i n r eact i on t o t he Wor l d 
Radi ocommuni cat i on Conf er -
ence 2003 ( WRC- 03)  
deci s i on t o l eave such r e-
qui r ement s up t o i ndi v i dual  
admi ni st r at i ons.  The 
ARRL- VEC abst ai ned f r om vot -
i ng on t he i ssue.  
 
Respondi ng t o a quest i on,  
t he FCC' s Bi l l  Cr oss,  W3TN,  
t ol d t he gr oup t hat  
he di d not  bel i eve t he Ad-
mi ni st r at i ve Pr ocedur es Act  
woul d per mi t  t he FCC 
t o dr op t he Mor se code t est -
i ng r equi r ement  on i t s  own 
mot i on.  He pr edi ct ed 
a l i vel y debat e dur i ng any 
pr oposal - and- comment  per i od.  

 
I n r emar ks at  t he meet i ng,  
FCC Speci al  Counsel  f or  En-
f or cement  Ri l ey 
Hol l i ngswor t h compl i ment ed 
t he VECs f or  t hei r  ef f or t s.  
He not ed t hat  
compl ai nt s concer ni ng t he 
admi ni st r at i on of  amat eur  
exams wer e at  t hei r  
l owest  poi nt  i n t he f i ve 
year s he' s been handl i ng 
amat eur  enf or cement .  He 
al so sai d VECs shoul d not  
under est i mat e t he FCC' s con-
cer ns r egar di ng 
exami nat i on i nt egr i t y .  
 
Member s of  t he Li censi ng and 
Techni cal  Anal ysi s Br anch 
st af f  at  t he FCC' s 
Get t ysbur g of f i ce demon-
st r at ed a bet a ver s i on of  
new Uni ver sal  Li censi ng 
Syst em <ht t p: / / wi r el ess. f cc.
gov/ ul s/ > on- l i ne f i l i ng 
sof t war e expect ed t o 
go l i ve i n Sept ember .  Among 
ot her  f eat ur es,  t he new,  
user - f r i endl y 
sof t war e wi l l  i ncor por at e 

on- scr een l i nks t o cont ext -
r el evant  " common 
quest i ons"  and ease t he 
pr ocess of  appl y i ng f or  a 
vani t y cal l  s i gn.  I t  
al so wi l l  pr ovi de compat i -
bi l i t y  wi t h scr een- r eadi ng 
sof t war e empl oyed by 
s i ght - i mpai r ed user s.  
 
The NCVEC unani mousl y ap-
pr oved an ext ensi on of  an 
exper i ment  t o use 
v i deoconf er enci ng t echnol ogy 
t o conduct  Amat eur  Radi o 
t est i ng i n r emot e 
ar eas of  Al aska.  The NCVEC 
had vot ed l ast  year  t o back 
a one- year  t r i al  
r un t o be conduct ed by t he 
Anchor age Vol unt eer  Exami ner  
Coor di nat or .  J i m 
Wi l ey,  KL7CC,  of  t he Anchor -
age VEC t ol d hi s col l eagues 
t hat ,  af t er  
unexpect ed del ays,  hi s VEC 
expect s t o be t est i ng wi t hi n 
t hr ee mont hs.  
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The president responded to the question 
about the weather radio interface, and 
said “ it is ready to be soldered to-
gether” . 
Old Business included the upcoming 
hamfest preparations.  The post-cards 
are in the mail to previous vendors and 
it was stated the ticket prices are still 
$5.00 each with 2 stubs before July 12 
and one stub after July 12. 
The president would like help to show 
up for work at 6 am on Saturday July 
12.   
Bill Wilkin will be doing the talk-in, 
and Mike Stacklin will take care of sign 
placements. 
 
Pres. Boughton then told us about our 
proposed club room at the fair grounds.  
K3RC Bob Johnson is the official liai-
son with the Wood County EMA and 
the WCARC. 
The proposed layout of the room 
showed several shelves being installed 
that were removed from the old radio 
room down the hall.  There should be 
room for several radios being proposed 
and very little else.  The radios that are 
being considered should cost approx 
$1800 and the cost is being picked up 
by the EMA office.  There is to be a 
VHF/UHF radio and a HF radio and 
appropriate antennas.    Pres. Boughton 

was  scheduled to have a meeting with 
the EMA Director and learn of the poli-
cies that may direct us in the future.   
A fox hunt was suggested for the Au-
gust meeting along with the annual pic-
nic. 
Field Day as an organization with the 
WCARC was tabled but participation 
with the FRAT club was suggested. 
There was a motion to adjourn and 2nd  
( I missed the names sori). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Chuck Dicken  Secty. WCARC 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Wood County Amateur 
Radio Club 
June 9, 2003 
 
The meeting was held in the Admini-
stration Building at the Fair Grounds. 
With 20 members and guests present, 
Pres. Boughton called the meeting to 
order. 
A quick introduction of ourselves along 
with call-signs started the evenings pro-
ceedings. 
Our guest speaker was Ross Mergen-
thaler NS8C along with his wife Lana.  
Ross’s topic of discussion was about 
using the NTS traffic handling form 
and procedures. 
We learned the A.R.R.L was founded 
or based on message handling.  A quick 
outline and discussion about the form 
was given.   Several frequencies were 
displayed on the black board showing 
some of the more common net frequen-
cies in the area. 
 
The business meeting was brought to 
order and the minutes of the previous 
month as printed in the newsletter were 
approved.  Deb KC8RVB moved and 
2nd by Bill WD8JWJ.  
Treasurer reported that there is approxi-
mately $2726 plus in the account.  Bob 
WB8NQW moved to accept and Shawn 
KB8QEW 2nd. 

K8TIH Receiver Antennas  

K8TIH CAT-1000 Controller 

147.78 Mhz &  
447.475 Mhz  

Receivers and tuned cavity  


