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Brain Teasers
1. The Sunspot Cycle repeats approximately eve-
ry _________ years

(a)   3 (b) 5 (c) 11 (d) 25

2. A half-wave dipole antenna is best matched to 
_________ coax feedline.

(a)   RG-8 (b) RG-58 (c) RG-59    (d) RG-6

3. What is the smallest resistance you can make 
with a 100 Ω, 200 Ω and a 300 Ω resistor

(a)   100 Ω (b) 55 Ω (c) 600 Ω (d) 155 Ω

Minutes WCARC March Meeting
3/11/02

Meeting Called to Order at 19:30 hours by Presi-
dent Bob, WB8NQW

No corrections to February's meeting minutes 
were noted.

The Treasurer's Report was read. WD8JWJ mo-
tioned to accept the report and KB8QEW second-
ed. The report was approved as read.

Technical - KB8QEW reported that we still do not 
have an antenna. We are looking at ones with 
high durability.

Hamarama - We have fliers & tickets. For advance 
sales, the tickets are dual-type for an increased 
chance of winning.

WB8NQW reported that the Hamarama tickets 
closely resemble the TMRA hamfest tickets. This 
could pose a "barrel stuffing" problem. We need to 
stamp or mark them to prevent TMRA tickets 
from being turned in.

Old Business - WD8ICP requested that the RAC-
ES liaison contact Eric Larson to authorize the in-
stallation of a pulley on a utility pole so the club 
can reinstall the dipole.

New Business - WB8NQW inquired as to the club 
wishes for Field Day. After brief discussion, it was 
decided that the club desired to do Field Day this 
year. It was also decided to set up in a public place. 
KB8QEW offered to research using City Park 
again.

It was also decided that the club should open up 
our radio room for the Fair. However, staffing the 

room may be a problem much of the time.

Skywarn training will be March 25th, 7PM in the 
Commissioner's Meeting Room.

KB8QEW motioned to adjourn, and WD8JWJ sec-
onded.
The meeting was adjourned at 2013

JOHN LAGGER AA8XS
SECRETARY, WOOD COUNTY AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB
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April Contests
The full contest line-up for the month of April 

includes the following:

Apr 6-7 1500 to 2359 Z 160 to 10 m
SP (Poland) DX ‘test CW

Apr 6-7 1800 to 0500 Z 160 to 10 m
Missouri QSO Party all modes

Apr 5-7 2300 to 2300 Z 20 & 10 m
Japan Int’l DX ‘test CW

Apr 6-7 1800 to 1800 Z 80 to 10 m
King of Spain ‘test all modes

Apr 13 0000 to 2359 Z 80 to 10 m
Australian Postcode ‘test all modes

Apr 13-14 1800 to 1800 Z 160 to 10 m
Holyland DX ‘test all modes

Apr 20-21 1200 to 1200 Z 160 to 10 m
YU (Serbia) DX ‘test CW

Apr 20-21 1600 to 0400 Z 160 to 10 m
Michigan QSO Party all modes

Apr 20-21 1800 to 1800 Z 160 m on up
Ontario QSO Party all modes

Apr 27-28 1300 to 1300 Z 160 to 10 m
Helvetia 26 (Switzerland) ‘test all modes

Apr 27-28 1700 to 1700 Z all bands
Nebraska QSO Party all modes

Apr 27-28 1800 to 2400 Z 80 to 10 m
Florida QSO Party all modes

April Hamfest
April 6 Columbus ARC 8am to 2pm
Bartholomew County (IN) 4H Fairgrounds Com-
munity Bldg., State Rd. 11, SW of Columbus, IN. 
Contact Marion, WD9HTN, carc_in@yahoo.com.

Answers to last Month’s Brain Teasers:
1 (a);  2 (c);  3 (d)

A Tale of Two Antennas
Heavy winds and ice in January conspired to 

split the repeater transmitting antenna that was 
mounted atop the Administration Building on the 
BGSU campus thus rendering it inoperable.  After 
much discussion and research into the matter, the 
technical committee has purchased and installed a 
new antenna.  It is a Cushcraft ringo ranger 
AR270B.  According to the spec sheet, this anten-
na “has a low angle of radiation and it is only 7.7 
feet(2.35m) high. The AR270B is computer op-
timized with two 5/8 wavelength colinear ele-
ments on 2 meters and four 5/8 wavelengths on 
70 cm. It is broadbanded for minimum SWR on 
both bands.”  Some specs are listed below:

Frequency, MHz 144-148(430-450) 
Gain, dBi 5.5(7.5) 
Height, ft(m) 7.7(2.3) 
Horizontal Radiation Pattern Degrees 
                          360(360) 
Mast size range, in.(cm)

1.25-2(3.2-5.1) 
Power Rating, Watts FM 250(250) 
Radial Length, in(cm) 6.75(17.1) 
SWR 1.2:1 Typical 2:1 Bandwidth, MHz 
                            >4(>15) 
Weight, lb(kg) 2.4(1.09) 

Wind load ft (m) sq 0.47(0.0
A prime consideration in purchasing this an-

tenna is that it is all-metal construction.  Each of 
the last two antennas that have been destroyed 
by natural causes were of fiberglass construction.  
The Technical Committee feels that the sturdier 
construction should pay off in longer life.  
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